CALENDAR LOS ANGELES TIMES * FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2005 E3%

AROUND THE GALLERIES

. ByLEAH OLLMAN

Special to The Times

Overtones Gallery
‘CROSSING?’: Natasa
Prosenc’s five-minute video
installalion is at Overtones.

Passage and

transformation

“Crossing,” an absorbing new
video installation by Natasa
Prosenec, has a beginning and,
about five minutes later, an end.
Once the instinet to disecern
some narrative order in the se-
quence of images is loosely satis-
fied, that expectation can be dis-
patched, leaving the piece to
work its real power on its own
more visceral, metaphoric terms.

In the main space of Over-
tones, two different but closely
related projections appear on
opposite walls. A third compo-
nent is projected at the end of a
corridor off the main space. It's
possible to view all three el-
ements from one place, but most
of the work’s effect derives from
the two facing projections.

Prosenc studied art in her na-
tive Slovenia before coming to
the U.S. and earning a master’s
of fine arts in film and video from
CalArts. She divides her time be-
tween her native and adopted
countries, and “Crossing” can be
read, on one level, as a medita-
tion on passage from one land to
another. Images of faces overlaid
with rippling, bubbling water fol-
low a brief sequence of bare feet
running with thumping urgency.
Flight and exile come to mind,
but Prosenc’s focus on individual
faces (a woman'’s in one projec-
tion, a man’s in the other) and
single, watchful eyes invite a
more personal interpretation,
having to do with change within
the self.

Transformation, even trans-
mutation, is suggested through
images of flames licking a hang-
ing body (in the separate, third
projection) and squirming pat-

terns in the water that imply cor-
rosion and dissolution of the
flesh beneath. Prosenc, who re-
cently completed her first fea-
ture film, has created a compel-
ling and concentrated
experience in “Crossing”
through layering beauty and de-
cay, placidity and unease, alert-
ness and an unanchored dream
state, endurance and accept-
ance, flight and rest, tension and
harmony.

Overtones, 11306 Venice Blvd., (310) 915-

0346, through Dec. 18. Closed Mondays
through Thursdays. www.overlones.org




